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Shadows by Edward Storey 
 

Here, where the land cranes its thick neck  
To stare beyond the water-line, we walk  

On stilts to give our spirits height 
And stride on legs which lift our weight  

Above the reedy bog. You'd think 
Such striving for the light would spunk 

Our limbs to struggle for the sun 
More eagerly than those whose bourn 

Is half-way there. Not so! 
We're frightened, too, of what we do not know.  

More effort is required to keep 
Our bodies raised. We need the cup 

Of praising if we must look 
At things of which we dare not speak. 

 

Living below the level of the sea  
Gives us the benefit of greater sky 

In which to reach for light, but space  
Can terrify and in our eyes 

You'll see the fear of distances.  
Yes, we are afraid of boundaries.  

Safer to walk this land where clouds  
Crouch on horizons, where clods  

Glisten with ancient peat, soaked  
By the rain. A man who's looked  

Upon this land knows his own mind.  
If we attempt to rise above the ground  

It is to see with sharper eye 
The contours of the earth. Maybe  
We are afraid, not of the light or sun,  
But of those shadows trying to get in. 
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